
F O R  A R T I S T S ,  M U S I C I A N S  &  C R E A T I V E  P R O J E C T S

The Creative’s Grant Playbook
BONUS: Funding Sources for Creative Projects

Grant funding can be the difference between “someday” and “this year.” But the process rewards preparation, not spontaneity. 
Here are the 8 things experienced grantees know before they apply, paired with a directory of 20 national funders actively 
supporting creative work (see page 2).

1. GRANTS FUND WHAT’S NEXT

Funders support work that hasn’t started yet. Many won’t 
reimburse rent, retroactive expenses, or completed projects. Frame 
your ask around the next phase.

P R O  T I P :   If your project is partly underway, describe the next 
phase as its own discrete chapter.

2. TIMING IS A YEAR-LONG GAME

From deadline to award notification to first payment can run 6 to 12 
months. Build grant cycles into your project plan from day one.

P R O  T I P :   Keep a calendar of major cycles and work backward 
eight weeks to start drafting.

3. A VAGUE BUDGET IS AN AUTO-REJECT

Reviewers want itemized line items with real numbers: artist fees, 
equipment, venue, insurance, marketing. “Miscellaneous” is a red 
flag.

P R O  T I P :   Include a “sources and uses” section listing every 
income stream, not just the grant you’re applying to.

4. A PROJECT STATEMENT WINS OR LOSES

Reviewers read hundreds of proposals. Specific, sensory language 
beats abstract artist-speak. Write a tight, 300-word description built 
around what someone will actually see, hear, or feel.

P R O  T I P :   Have a non-artist friend read it. If they can’t picture 
the project after one read, rewrite.

5. WORK SAMPLES BEAT RÉSUMÉS

Most panels judge fit from samples alone. Pick your strongest three 
minutes or three images, not your most recent. Cue videos to the 
exact start point.

P R O  T I P :   Match samples to the proposed project. Don’t send 
a pop side-hustle for a chamber commission.

6. LETTERS OF SUPPORT MATTER

A short, specific letter from someone who has actually worked with 
you matters more than a vague blurb from a famous name. Ask 
early, two weeks minimum.

P R O  T I P :   Send your supporter a bullet list of what you’d like 
them to say. Most appreciate the scaffolding.

7. REPORTING IS A RELATIONSHIP

Funders talk. Strong final reports (photos, press, audience data, 
honest reflection on what didn’t work) open doors to repeat funding 
and referrals.

P R O  T I P :   Track metrics from day one so reporting is 
assembly, not reconstruction.

8. ELIGIBILITY & FISCAL SPONSORSHIP

Most arts grants require 501(c)(3) status. If you’re an individual or 
unincorporated collective, a fiscal sponsor lets you apply legally 
through a qualifying nonprofit.

P R O  T I P :   Identify your fiscal sponsor before you start. 
Reviewers often check the sponsorship letter first.
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N A T I O N A L  G R A N T S   |   B Y  D I S C I P L I N E

BONUS: Funding Sources for Creative Projects
20 active U.S. funders organized by discipline, from $1,000 micro-grants to $100,000+ multi-year awards. Each sets its own eligibility 
rules, deadlines, and application steps. Click any link below to dig into the specifics and verify current details.

M U L T I - D I S C I P L I N A R Y

NEA Grants for Arts Projects
Federal flagship; $10K to $100K across all disciplines.
https://www.arts.gov/grants/grants-for-arts-projects

Rome Prize (American Academy in Rome)
Fellowship of around $28,000 +housing & studio space residency
https://www.aarome.org/apply

United States Artists Fellowships
$50K unrestricted awards across nine disciplines.
https://www.unitedstatesartists.org/

I N D I V I D U A L  A R T I S T S  ( U N R E S T R I C T E D )

Foundation for Contemporary Arts
$45K unrestricted; dance, music, theater, poetry, visual.
https://www.foundationforcontemporaryarts.org/grants/

Pollock-Krasner Foundation
Need-based grants for visual artists at any career stage.
https://www.pkf.org/

M U S I C  &  S O U N D

New Music USA Creator Development
Project grants for composers, improvisers, sound artists.
https://newmusicusa.org/get-funding/

Chamber Music America
Commissions and premieres of new chamber music works.
https://chambermusicamerica.org/grants/

F I L M ,  M E D I A  &  D O C U M E N T A R Y

Sundance Documentary Fund
Up to $100K for nonfiction film development and production.
https://www.sundance.org/apply

Chicken & Egg Pictures
Mentorship + grants for women and nonbinary doc filmmakers.
https://chickeneggfilms.org/

Jerome Foundation
Early-career NYC/MN film, video, media, visual artists.
https://www.jeromefdn.org/all-grant-opportunities

P E R F O R M A N C E ,  T H E A T E R  &  D A N C E

Theatre Communications Group (TCG) Rising Leaders of Color
$25K to $50K for individual theater artists.
https://www.tcg.org

National Dance Project (NEFA)
Production + touring grants for U.S. dance companies.
https://www.nefa.org/grants-programs

Princess Grace Foundation-USA
Awards for emerging U.S. artists in theater, dance, film.
https://pgfusa.org/apply/

V I S U A L  A R T S

Artadia Awards
$15K unrestricted; rotating open calls by U.S. city.
https://artadia.org/

Joan Mitchell Fellowship
$60K over five years, unrestricted, for visual artists.
https://www.joanmitchellfoundation.org/

W R I T I N G  &  L I T E R A R Y

Guggenheim Fellowships
Highly prestigious with average awards around $50,000. 
https://www.gf.org

Whiting Awards
$50K for emerging writers across multiple genres.
https://www.whiting.org/

M I C R O - G R A N T S  &  E M E R G E N C Y  S U P P O R T

The Awesome Foundation
Monthly $1,000 micro-grants; no 501(c)(3) required.
https://www.awesomefoundation.org/

Puffin Foundation
Up to $2,500 for socially engaged art projects.
https://www.puffinfoundation.org/

The Adolph and Esther Gottlieb Emergency Grant
Up to $15,000 for mature visual artists in sudden financial distress.
https://www.gottliebfoundation.org/emergency-grant

Need a fiscal sponsor to unlock these grants?  Group 36 provides fiscal sponsorship, grant administration, and strategic 
consulting. Learn more at group36.org/services/fiscal-sponsorship
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